
Introducing the Federal Data 
Terminations Tracker

August 19, 2026



Speakers

Denice Ross: co-founder of dataindex.us; Director, Federation of American Scientists 
Data Policy Institute; former U.S. Chief Data Scientist

Chris Dick: co-founder of dataindex.us; former Chief of Population Evaluation, U.S. 
Census Bureau

Christopher Marcum: Senior Advisor, Federal Data Policy, Federation of American 
Scientists; former Senior Statistician, White House Office of Management and Budget

Vi Le: Senior Advisor, Federal Data Policy, Federation of American Scientists; former 
Behavioral Scientist, CDC’s Division of Violence Prevention

Tai Lung: Senior Advisor, Federal Data Policy, Federation of American Scientists; 
former EJScreen Lead, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Federal Data Terminations Tracker



Why build the Federal Data Terminations Tracker?

Federal data benefit American lives and livelihoods in ways most people never see. 

Because these data are mostly invisible, their disappearance is invisible too.

The purpose of the Federal Data Terminations Tracker is to be the most 
policy-relevant, verified accounting of federal data terminations available.

We’ve identified dozens of federal datasets and hundreds of data elements that have 
been terminated – significantly fewer than other reports, but more tailored to 
informing future data policies needed to run a modern society.



What counts as a data termination?

It depends on what we count as "data" AND what counts as a termination.

In order to be most relevant for data policy, we count a data termination as:

1. the documented ending of a primary federal data collection; 
2. the discontinuation of a derivative or modeled data product that could not easily 

be reproduced outside government, or would not serve its intended purpose if it 
were not a government asset; or

3. the removal of substantive elements from a continuing product (counting at the 
level of the data product).



Easy Choices

When an agency ends a primary data collection that is an obvious data termination.

For example:

● a survey stops going out
● a form stop being filed, 
● a sensor stops collecting data

Sometimes a collection is terminated, and technically other entities could or do 
collect that data, but without the gravitas of the U.S. Government.



More Difficult Choices

Derivative products and modeled data—like composites, indices, and model 
outputs—can be terminated even when their underlying data still exist.

We count them when they:

● can't easily be reproduced outside government, or
● stop serving their purpose if they were anything other than a government asset

We also have to decide what level of granularity to count. Instead of counting 
individual files, tables, or reports, we count the data product.



Most Difficult Choices

"Terminated" is not necessarily a forever status.

A dataset can:

● be temporarily taken down and later restored
● return by court order but no longer updated
● still be collected but no longer published
● be terminated but later reenvisioned
● be piloted but end without formal notice or publication of results



How do we make the count credible?

A data termination must be tied to primary evidence, for instance an agency notice, a 
press release, or a regulatory filing.

However, there are two judgement calls we make:

1. Baseline problem: Data terminations happen in every administration. We have to 
ask whether it is part of that ordinary churn or something above it.

2. Uniqueness to government: We have to ask whether it is a loss that only the 
government can repair, or if the data can be produced outside the government.

Our number of terminated datasets is versioned, and updated at least quarterly. 



How to Stay Engaged

If a dataset you rely on…

● disappears
● loses variables
● quietly stops updating
● is revived or reenvisioned
● has relevant updates
● gets significant news coverage
● or anything else changes

Please tell us!

We are here to verify data terminations at removals@dataindex.us.

mailto:removals@dataindex.us


Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS)



Development Data Library (DDL)



Arctic Report Card (ARC)



Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)



Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (VACS)



Indicators of School Crime and Safety (ISCS)



Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP)



U.S. Embassy Air Quality Monitoring Data



Air Toxics Screening Assessment cancer risk estimates



Current Population Survey Food Security Supplement 
(CPS-FSS)



Immigration Enforcement and Legal Processes Monthly 
Tables



Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 
2022-23 follow-ups (ECLS-K)



Trends in Data Element Removals

Gender Identity & Sexual Orientation

1. Removal of gender identity
2. Removal of sexual orientation
3. Removal of SO and/or GI data 

elements from bias motivation 
questions

Race & Ethnicity and DEI

1. Removal of race and ethnicity
2. Removals related to DEI, civil rights, 

health equity, cultural competence, etc.
3. Walked back implementation of SPD-15



Q&A
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