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What’s in the LIHEAP report

What: Number and characteristics of households receiving home energy assistance.

● By income, age, disability status, owner/renter, type of assistance.
● In FY2023 optional reporting was added for sex, race, and ethnicity. In FY2024 that 

reporting became required.

Who: Administration for Children and Families (ACF)

Where: Nation, states

When: Quarterly and annual reporting from grant recipients (often states) to ACF. Annual 
report from ACF to Congress.

How: States collect data on program participation and report to ACF.

*Note: Some preliminary FY2023 and FY2024 data are available, but the FY2024 report to Congress has 
not been published.



Why LIHEAP reporting is important - statute

42 U.S.C. 8629. Studies and reports

(a) The Secretary, after consultation with the Secretary of Energy, shall provide for the collection of 
data, including—

(1) information concerning home energy consumption;

(2) the amount, cost and type of fuels used for households eligible for assistance under this 
subchapter;

(3) the type of fuel used by various income groups;

(4) the number and income levels of households assisted by this subchapter;

(5) the number of households which received such assistance and include one or more 
individuals who are 60 years or older or disabled or include young children; and

(6) any other information which the Secretary determines to be reasonably necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this subchapter.



Why LIHEAP reporting is important - statute and context

● Designed to assist low-income households in meeting their home energy needs

● Later amended the statute to prioritize households with the “the highest home 
energy costs or needs in relation to income” and “vulnerable populations, including 
older adults, individuals with disabilities, and families with young children”

● Research makes clear that these burdens are not distributed evenly across the 
population. 

● When revising the collection of data to require collection of race and ethnicity 
information for program participants, the Department explained that demographic 
reporting would improve understanding of the populations served by LIHEAP and 
strengthen evaluation of whether assistance was reaching households with the 
greatest need 



Why LIHEAP reporting is important - context

● LIHEAP report keeps Congress 
apprised of whether or not 
home energy assistance is 
reaching vulnerable 
populations.
○ Statute sets minimum 

requirements (income 
level, age, disability 
status), but other 
information is also 
relevant including 
owner/renter, race, 
ethnicity, and sex.

● It is important to understand 
who is served and who is not 
receiving critical resources.
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LIHEAP Data Checkup

While the May Federal Register notice would reinstate 
the collection, the ICR expired and was discontinued on 
March 23, 2026. Most recent annual report was sent to 
Congress in 2024. As of June 2026, data for FY 2023 were 
still identified as "preliminary pending final data 
validation." Race, ethnicity, and sex data collected in 
2024 is not available in the data warehouse.



How you can support LIHEAP tinyurl.com/LIHEP-FRN 

http://tinyurl.com/LIHEP-FRN


Take Action Monthly Office Hours – Friday 6/5 from 12-1pm

tinyurl.com/take-action-office-hours 

http://tinyurl.com/take-action-office-hours


For Early Warnings on Changes, 
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us 

http://dataindex.us


To Keep Up to Date, Join the Federal Data Forum
federaldataforum.prb.org   

http://federaldataforum.prb.org


Take Action

Submit comments to infocollection@acf.hhs.gov by 6/8/26 
(tinyurl.com/LIHEAP-FRN)

Check out dataindex.us 

Check out federaldataforum.prb.org

mailto:infocollection@acf.hhs.gov
http://tinyurl.com/LIHEAP-FRN
http://dataindex.us
http://federaldataforum.prb.org

